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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please consider the claims as follows: 




1 . (original) In an interactive information distribution system including a network of 
provider equipment and subscriber equipment, apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of servers coupled to respective subscriber equipment, each of said 
servers having a primary storage partition for storing a local portion of video assets, 
each of said servers having a secondary storage partition for storing at least some of a . 
remaining portion of said video assets; and 

a manager, coupled to each of said plurality of servers for routing video assets 
between said servers in response to video asset requests, and for migrating video 
assets between storage partitions in response to a video asset request rate traversing a 
threshold rate. 



2. (original) The apparatus of daim 1 , wherein: 

said manager allocates said video assets to at least one of said plurality of 
servers for storage on said primary storage partitions when said asset request rate 
traverses said threshold rate; and 

said manager stores said video assets on said secondary storage partition when 
said asset request rate does not traverse said threshold rate. 

3. (original) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein: 

in response to an asset request from subscriber equipment, said manager 
distributes to said requesting subscriber equipment the requested video asset from a 
server storing the requested video asset. 

4. (original) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein said manager comprises: 

a content manager, coupled to said plurality of servers for tracking, inventorying 
and administering said asset request rate and said threshold rate for each of said video 
assets; 
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a stream session manager, coupled to said plurality of servers and linked with 
said content manager, for distributing streams of video assets to subscriber equipment 
requesting said video assets; and 

a content session managerp coupled to said content manager and said plurality 
of servers, for receiving asset requests from said stream session manager via said 
content manager. 

5. (original) The apparatus of claim 4, further comprising 

an inter-sen/er network, coupled between each of said plurality of sen/ers, for 
transmitting and receiving said video assets; and 

an access network, coupled between each of said plurality of servers and said 
respective subscriber equipment, for receiving asset requests and transmitting video 



6. (original) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein a server, identified by said content 
manager as storing a requested video asset, provides said requested video asset to 
requesting subscriber equipment via said access network. 

7. (original) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein said requested video asset is 
provided to said access network via an intervening server. 

8. (original) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein said stream session manager, 
causes transmission of said video asset across said access network to said subscriber 
equipment. 

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein said video asset is stored on said primary 
storage partition or secondary storage partition of at least one of said plurality of said 
servers correspondingly linked to said subscriber equipment. 

Claims 10-18 (cancelled) 



PAGE 10/20* RCVD AT 4/20/20M 3:54:15 PM (Eastern Daylight Time] ' SW^ 




assets. 



249313-1 



04/20/04 15:02 FAZ 732 530 QSO^ MOSER PATTERSON SHERIDAN -^V£0 



ElOll 



Serial No. 09/447,472 
Page 8 

19. (original) In an interactive infonmation distribution system comprising a plurality of 
servers coupled to respective subscriber equipment, each of said servers having a 
primary storage partition for storing a first portion of video assets and a secondary 
storage partition for storing at least some of a remaining portion of said video assets, 
said servers pnDViding video assets to respective subscriber equipment in response to 
subscriber requests, a method comprising the steps of: 

determining an asset request rate for each of said video assets stored in each 

server; 

comparing said determined asset request rates wrth respective threshold rates; 

and 

In the case of video assets stored on a secondary partition having a request rate 
exceeding said respective threshold rate, migrating said video assets stored on said 
secondary storage partition to a corresponding primary storage partition. 

20. (original) The method of claim 19, wherein In the case of said detennined asset 
request rate for video assets stored in a primary storage partition being below a 
respective threshold rate, migrating said video assets from said primary partition to a 
corresponding secondary partition, 

21 . (original) The method of claim 20, further comprising the step of removing 
duplicates of said video assets from each of said primary storage partitions. 

22. (original) The method of claim 20, further comprising the steps of: 
identifying a server having a primary partition storing a requested video asset; 
causing said identified server to begin providing said requested video asset; and 
transmitting said video asset through an access network to said subscriber 

equipment initiating said asset request 

23. (original) The method of claim 22, wherein said identified server is coupled 
directly to said requesting subscriber equipment 
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24. (original) The method of claim 23, wherein said identified server is coupled to 
said requesting subscriber via an Intervening server, said identified server 
communicating with said intervening server via an inter-server network. 
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